Campaign Urges Governments at Next Year’s UN Climate Conference to Back Compulsory
Climate Education and Literacy

Urgent Action Needed to Equip All Youth with the Knowledge and Skills Needed to Join Green
Economy

Washington D.C. -- EARTHDAY.ORG today launched a global campaign aimed at ensuring that
all students receive quality, wide-ranging, climate education in schools across all grade levels
and disciplines.

The campaign encourages governments attending the crucial United Nations climate summit in
2021 to make climate change and climate literacy a core feature of school curriculum across the
globe. In addition to EARTHDAY.ORG, early backers range from trade unions and teachers’
unions to environmental organizations, NGOs, and Mayors from around the globe such as the
International Trades Union Confederation, National Wildlife Federation, and Labor Network for
Sustainability.

“At COP26, we need stepped up action and ambition right across the Paris Agreement, and that
includes ambition in respect to climate education. We need to better educate our children and
youth on the science and the risks, but also the excitement of building a better world;
generating more good jobs in sustainable businesses and the benefits of being greener
consumers and more active citizens. | welcome this global initiative and look forward to it
stimulating excitement and enthusiasm among all governments and all sectors of society,” said
Patricia Espinosa, Executive Secretary of UN Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Backers believe the campaign is a critical step to bridge a cavernous gap in society’s response to
humanity’s greatest existential challenge.

“Climate and environmental literacy is a key component to protect the planet,” Fr. Joshtrom
Isaac Kureethadam, Coordinator of the Sector of Ecology and Creation at the Vatican Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human Development.

David Edwards, the General Secretary of Education International, the largest federation of
teachers’ trades unions, said, “Climate change is the most important issue humanity faces
today. Our 32 million members all over the planet have repeatedly raised the alarm, together
with youth and students. Our World Congress last year passed a resolution calling for education
systems to ensure comprehensive climate change education—that is not happening, and we
need to change it.”

Climate education can also help foster a new generation of citizens with the interest and the
skills needed for jobs in a growing green economy, to make better, sustainable consumer
choices and to hold governments -- both national and local -- accountable for their decisions.

Kathleen Rogers, President of EARTHDAY.ORG which is one of the key organizations behind the
campaign, said, “An educated and civically active citizenry is the best bet the world has for
overcoming the climate and environmental emergency. It is the key to building strong
communities, an engaged workforce, and the sustainable economies needed for the 21st
Century. It has to start in schools, and it has to start now. Together, we can change this.”



Rogers praised the governments of Italy and Mexico for stepping up their ambition in advance
of COP26 with measures that underline some of the bold, far-reaching changes needed.

“The goal for all governments at COP26 in the UK next year is clear. Compulsory and assessed
climate education is required linked with real-life civic engagement -- so what is taught in the
classroom is reinforced by real world experience whether it be learning how to install solar
panels on a school roof or restoring a degraded forest and will flow out into our companies and
higher education institutions,” said Kathleen Rogers.

In a letter to the Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
Patricia Espinosa and governments, the campaigners concede that every country must be free
to choose their roadmap for implementing climate literacy.

“We also urge governments to find ways and means to advance climate literacy at home and
support poorer countries' efforts to meet their climate education goals,” says the letter.

“Introducing civics and climate literacy tools in the classroom can help those most affected by
climate change, the vulnerable and marginalized communities, by building knowledge and skills
for the growing green economy,” said Kathleen Rogers.

Increased Climate Education Backed by Scientists
In a paper published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences earlier in 2020,

researchers argue that education is one of the key social tipping points to realize the aim of
stabilizing the Earth’s climate by 2050.

The researchers, drawn from centers in Africa, Europe and the United States, state, “These
social tipping interventions comprise removing fossil-fuel subsidies and incentivizing
decentralized energy generation, building carbon-neutral cities, divesting from assets linked to
fossil fuels, revealing the moral implications of fossil fuels, strengthening climate education
and engagement, and disclosing greenhouse gas emissions information.”

Wide-Spread Public Support

There are strong indications of wide-spread public support for a dramatic step up in climate
education and literacy, including in schools, worldwide.

A survey by World Wide Views, conducted in close to 80 countries before the 2015 Summit that
adopted the landmark Paris Climate Change Agreement, found that close to 80 percent of those
guestioned thought climate education was the strongest policy for reducing emissions followed
by action to protect tropical forests.

Earlier this month the views of the UK citizens climate assembly, with people drawn from all
walks of life, were announced on how they thought the country could achieve net zero
emissions by 2050.



https://www.pnas.org/content/117/5/2354
http://climateandenergy.wwviews.org/
https://www.climateassembly.uk/news/

The citizens proposed many direct measures such as taxing frequent flyers and reducing red
meat consumption, but the overarching recommendation was information and education.

Nations meet in the Scottish city of Glasgow in November 2021 to raise ambition across the
areas of the Paris Climate Change Agreement.

Climate education falls under Article 12 of the Agreement known as Action for Climate
Empowerment.

Notes to Editors

EARTHDAY.ORG is driving the campaign for increased climate education and literacy. Learn
more here: https://www.earthday.org/campaign/climate-environmental-literacy/

The sign-up letter that will be presented to Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC and the more
than 190 governments or ‘Parties’ attending COP26, can be signed here:
https://action.earthday.org/cop26 literacy letter orgs

For more information on Action for Climate Empowerment, which includes education, please
visit: https://unfccc.int/topics/education-youth/the-big-picture/what-is-action-for-climate-
empowerment
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Organization Signatory Title

1 Million Women Natalie Isaacs Founder/CEO
Accelerating Climate Action Renard Siew Co-Founder

Africa Environmental and Health Cordelia Adamu |Founder/President
Advancement Network

African Climate Reality Project Nicole Rodel Communications Officer
African Climate Reality Project Amy Giliam Branch Manager
AGEREF/CL Mamadou Secrétaire Exécutif

Karama
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Arab Network Popular Education Elsy Wakil Coordinator

(EPEP)

Arab Youth Climate Movement Qatar

Neeshad Shafi

Executive Director

Arava Institute for Environmental
Studies

Cathie Granit

Program Director

Asociacion Peru Sembrando Vida
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Campaign for Environmental Literacy [Jim Elder Director
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Director
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ClimateMama
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Communitopia Katie Modic Executive Director
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Chimanuka
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Contact Base Ananya Secretary
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EarthEcho International

Philippe
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Founder

EcoAction Arlington
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Executive Director
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Co-Founder

Education International
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General Secretary

EDUCA IRigo Orvananos |President
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Tanya Bascombe

Joint General Manager

Fondo para la Comunicaciény la
Educacion Ambiental, A.C.
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Gray2Green Movement
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Founder and Lead Strategist
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Green Vigil Foundation

Surbhi Jaiswal

Team Lead

Greenpeace Africa
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Founder
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Miroslav Polzer
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Director
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Mulanje Mountain Conservation Trust

Carl Bruessow

Executive Director

National Campaign for Sustainable Daya Sagar Chairperson
Development Nepal Shrestha
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Executive Director
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President
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Director
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President
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RJS/Clim

Miti Madina
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Initiative

Herbert Murungi

Operations Director

Sanctuary Nature Foundation, India Bittu Sahgal Founder
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Cedeno President

SAVE Foundation
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Project Director

Schools for Climate Action
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Carter
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Sea Cleaners
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Chairman

Solar Impulse Foundation
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Chair
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Roberto Emilio
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Velasquez Institute

Lydia Camarillo

President

Sukaar Foundation
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Sustainability and Education Policy
Network

Marcia McKenzie

Director
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Project Coordinator
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Take Action Global
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Executive Director
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Zuhura Ahmad
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Organization Representative
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Sustainability Director
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Founder & Executive Director
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Executive Director
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The Hunger Project Mexico

Diana Delgadillo
Ramirez

Manager of Advocacy in Public
Policy

The lanna Mallayka Foundation Mallayka Director
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The Parents' Climate Community Eileen McGinnis |Founder
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Aditya Mukariji
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Founder and CEO
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Executive Director
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Edward Msiska

Executive Director
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Founder
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PhD
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(individual)

Founder of ECOS and Co-founder of

Mark S. CLEAN, the Climate Literacy and
McCaffrey Energy Awareness Network.
(individual) Mayor Mary Mayor Chula Vista, CA
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(individual) Mayor Victoria Mayor Tacoma, WA
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(individual) Mayor John Mayor Tallahassee, FL
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